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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Agnosticism and Religion. By Jacob Gould Schurman, President 
of Cornell University. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1896 — 
pp. 181. 

This little book consists of a reprint of three lectures, the first two deliv- 
ered before an academic audience and the last before a more popular 
assembly. President Schurman has done well to preserve them in this 
more permanent form. They are the work of a man of culture and wide 
philosophical reading, and they are couched in language entirely free from 
technicalities, and rising at times to eloquence. The author would not 
claim for them that they do more than state, in a form perfecdy intelligible 
to the ordinary educated reader, the general point of view of those who 
believe that what is unfortunately known as Agnosticism, as well as the 
traditional theology of the older dogmatic type, does not represent the 
conclusions which a comprehensive grasp of the best modern thought 
compels us to adopt. The critical and yet sympathetic spirit in which the 
author discusses scientific and philosophical Agnosticism is a most com- 
mendable feature of the volume, making it in this respect a model of calm 
and scholarly criticism, while his brief characterization of Spiritual Religion, 
though by no means exhaustive, is undoubtedly in the right line, and is 
calculated to dispel various prejudices in regard to the nature of religion, 
which still linger in the popular mind. If one were disposed to find fault 
with a book which does not claim to be more than a popular presentation 
of philosophical ideas, it would be mainly that the writer is sometimes led, 
in his desire to avoid technicalities, to employ phraseology in different 
passages which is not always, at least taken literally, quite consistent. But 
it is a mistake, I think, to apply to a book such as this a " leaden rule "; it 
must be read, as it was meant to be read, as the suggestion of a point of 
view, rather than as an attempt to set forth a precise and systematic doc- 
trine. Judged in this way, it will be found to fulfil admirably its purpose 
of stimulating as well as enlightening. The account of the life and thought 
of Huxley, that great unconscious idealist, is done with discretion and sym- 
pathy. Perhaps an admirer of the great expositor of Darwinism might 
fairly object that much of what is said should be somewhat modified in the 
light of Huxley's latest and in some respects greatest essay, his Romanes 
lecture on Evolution and Morality ; but the author might fairly answer that 
even in that work the old agnostic attitude is not surrendered, though 
there are passages which show it to be in process of demolishing itself. 
The second lecture, on Philosophical Agnosticism, takes us over more 
familiar ground, but its mode of presenting old arguments is fresh and 
convincing. The last lecture, which is also the shortest, is the least satis- 
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factory. Here the writer was hampered, I think, by his reluctance to give 
needless offence to those in whose minds religion is inextricably interwoven 
with current theological views, and perhaps he did not feel that he could 
attempt to present to a popular audience a new philosophical theology up 
to date without giving offence and being misunderstood. Personally, I 
also feel somewhat dissatisfied with his view of creation, which seems to 
endorse the common, but, as I believe, indefensible idea of a creation 
occurring at a definite point of time ; and I cannot accept the distinction 
which he makes — a distinction, however, which can claim the support of 
the great name of Leibnitz — between the ethnic religions as based on a 
cult, and Christianity as based on a creed. There are also various minor 
points to which one might fairly take exception ; but Dr. Schurman has 
given us a book so suggestive and so sane, on the whole, that one feels 
indisposed to dwell upon minor differences. The influence of Dr. Mar- 
tineau is evident in various places, though the author says things which 
that large and liberal mind would not endorse. I refer, for example, to his 
view of the idea of God as an intuition, and to phrases which seem to imply 
that God is completely separated from the world. This, however, is a point 
which still requires much illumination ; and it may be that Dr. Schurman 
was in this case partly employing language with which an ordinary audi- 
ence feels at home. I am the more disposed to think so because he speaks 
in one place of " the immanence as well as the transcendence of God." In 
any case, this little book may be warmly commended even to intelligent 
readers who have no special philosophical training, and to all who are dis- 
posed to stop at the agnostic half-way house, or who have not freed their 
minds from the fatal confusion between genuine religion and its inadequate 
formulation in the traditional theology. I hope it will be widely read and 
pondered. We are at present in a hollow of the wave into which we have 
descended, partly by the natural reaction from the perhaps over-bold adven- 
ture of the earlier idealists of this century, and partly from our perception of 
the tremendous complexity of the problem to be solved. Such works as 
this, which seek to keep before us the vast importance of a rational religious 
belief, have a place, and a very important place, of their own ; and when a 
writer of eminence takes the pains to adapt himself to the wants of the 
intelligent but philosophically untrained public, he deserves our best thanks, 
especially when his modest task is discharged with so much ability and taste 
as Dr. Schurman has shown. JoHN Watson _ 

The Theory of Knowledge. A Contribution to some Problems of 
Logic and Metaphysics. By L. T. Hobhouse, Fellow and Assistant 
Tutor of Corpus Christi College, Oxford. London, Methuen & Co.; 
New York, Macmillan & Co., 1896. — pp. xx, 627. 

This is one of the big books which will have to be read and reckoned with. 
For it does not set forth any new theory which is the unassisted product of 



